Name ___________________________

Compare and Contrast Organisms of the Everglades
The Everglades is a special place in Florida and home to nearly 2,000 plant and animal species.
These include the Florida panther, West Indian manatee, Roseate spoonbill, cypress trees,
mangrove trees, and so many more.
Directions: Use the Everglades Organisms Compare and Contrast Worksheet (attached below),
to learn more about 8 Everglades animal species. Students will review the physical traits of each
species, explain how they are used for survival, and classify their species into the correct animal
group.
Standards: SC.K.L.14.3, SC.1.L.14.1, SC.2.L.17.1, SC.3.L.15.1, SC.5.L.17.1
Wrap up by asking your students which species is their favorite and if they have seen it in the
wild before.
Everglades Literacy Lesson Connections:
Grade K, Lesson 3- Who Lives in the Everglades?
https://www.evergladesliteracy.org/kindergarten
-Students will engage in an interactive presentation to review some of the animals that live in
the Everglades. Then, they will sort cards depicting animals that do and do not live in the
Florida Everglades.
Grade 1, Lesson 1- Everglades Animal Exploration
https://www.evergladesliteracy.org/first-grade
-Students will learn that animals communicate through their senses. The students will use their
knowledge and imagination to vocally and/or physically imitate wildlife of the Everglades.

Name ___________________________

Compare and Contrast: Organisms of the Everglades
Directions: Review the side by side photographs of Everglades. Compare and contrast the physical traits
of the organisms by drawing a check mark inside the boxes that apply. For the additional questions
underneath the box, use your check mark answers as a guide and if additional information is needed,
research online to find the answers.

Zebra Longwing Butterfly
Heliconius charithonia

Schaus’ Swallowtail Butterfly
Papilio aristodemus

Physical Traits of the Organisms:

Zebra
Longwing
Butterfly

Schaus’
Swallowtail
Butterfly

Has wings
Is brown in coloration
Has various stripes and irregular shaped patterns
Has an antenna

1.

Which traits do they both have in common?

2.

For the traits shared in common, how do you think they are useful in terms of survival?

3.

What can the other traits in the boxes (not in common with one another) be used for in terms of survival for
each individual organism?

4.

Which animal group do these organisms belong to?
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Compare and Contrast: Organisms of the Everglades
Directions: Review the side by side photographs of Everglades. Compare and contrast the physical traits
of the organisms by drawing a check mark inside the boxes that apply. For the additional questions
underneath the box, use your check mark answers as a guide and if additional information is needed,
research online to find the answers.

Purple Gallinule
Porphyrio martinicus

Physical Traits of the Organisms:

Roseate Spoonbill
Platalea ajaja

Purple
Gallinule

Roseate
Spoonbill

Has a spoon shaped bill
Is pink in coloration
Has feathers
Has long feet/toes
1.

Which traits do they both have in common?

2.

For the traits shared in common, how do you think they are useful in terms of survival?

3.

What can the other traits in the boxes (not in common with one another) be used for in terms of survival for
each individual organism?

4.

Which animal group do these organisms belong to?
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Name ___________________________

Compare and Contrast: Organisms of the Everglades
Directions: Review the side by side photographs of Everglades. Compare and contrast the physical traits
of the organisms by drawing a check mark inside the boxes that apply. For the additional questions
underneath the box, use your check mark answers as a guide and if additional information is needed,
research online to find the answers.

Green Tree Frog
Hyla cinerea

Physical Traits of the Organisms:

Oak Toad
Anaxyrus quercicus

Green Tree
Frog

Oak Toad

Has long legs/fingers and toes
Is green in coloration
Is usually wet
Is usually dry
1.

Which traits do they both have in common?

2.

For the traits shared in common, how do you think they are useful in terms of survival?

3.

What can the other traits in the boxes (not in common with one another) be used for in terms of survival for
each individual organism?

4.

Which animal group do these organisms belong to?
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Compare and Contrast: Organisms of the Everglades
Directions: Review the side by side photographs of Everglades. Compare and contrast the physical traits
of the organisms by drawing a check mark inside the boxes that apply. For the additional questions
underneath the box, use your check mark answers as a guide and if additional information is needed,
research online to find the answers.

Raccoon
Procyon lotor

Grey Fox
Urocyon cinereoargenteus

Physical Traits of the Organisms:

Racoon

Grey Fox

Has fur
Has a masked face
Has a pointy snout
Has a tail
1.

Which traits do they both have in common?

2.

For the traits shared in common, how do you think they are useful in terms of survival?

3.

What can the other traits in the boxes (not in common with one another) be used for in terms of survival for
each individual organism?

4.

Which animal group do these organisms belong to?
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Compare and Contrast: Organisms of the Everglades
Answer Key

Directions: Review the side by side photographs of Everglades. Compare and contrast the physical
traits of the organisms by drawing a check mark inside the boxes that apply. For the additional
questions underneath the box, use your check mark answers as a guide and if additional information is
needed, research online to find the answers.

Zebra Longwing Butterfly
Heliconius charithonia

Schaus’ Swallowtail Butterfly
Papilio aristodemus

Physical Traits of the Organisms:

Zebra
Longwing
Butterfly

Schaus’
Swallowtail
Butterfly

Has wings
Has brown coloration
Has various stripes and irregular shaped patterns
Has an antenna
1. Which traits do they both have in common?
• Both have wings, various striped and irregular shaped patterns, and antennas.
2. For the traits shared in common, how do you think they are useful in terms of survival?
• Both organisms can use their wings to fly. They may use their various striped and
irregular shaped patterns to camouflage to evade predators. They use their antennae
for balance and smell.
3. What can the other traits in the boxes (not in common with one another) be used for in terms
of survival for each individual organism?
• The Schaus’ swallowtail butterfly is brown in coloration to camouflage into its
environment to evade predators.
4. Which animal up do these organisms belong to?
• Butterflies are insects, part of the arthropods.
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Compare and Contrast: Organisms of the Everglades
Directions: Review the side by side photographs of Everglades. Compare and contrast the physical traits
of the organisms by drawing a check mark inside the boxes that apply. For the additional questions
underneath the box, use your check mark answers as a guide and if additional information is needed,
research online to find the answers.

Purple Gallinule
Porphyrio martinicus

Physical Traits of the Organisms:

Roseate Spoonbill
Platalea ajaja

Purple
Gallinule

Roseate
Spoonbill

Has a spoon shaped bill
Is pink in coloration
Has feathers
Has long feet/toes
1. Which traits do they both have in common?
• Both the Purple Gallinule and the Roseate Spoonbill have feathers.
2. For the traits shared in common, how do you think they are useful in terms of survival?
• Feathers can help birds fly and control flight. They also protect birds from water and
cold temperatures.
3. What can the other traits in the boxes (not in common with one another) be used for in terms
of survival for each individual organism?
• The spoon shaped bill of the Roseate Spoonbill helps the bird capture food and its pink
color is natural and becomes brighter from the crustaceans and other aquatic
invertebrates it eats. The Purple Gallinule has long feet because it is able to walk on lily
pads where some of its food sources may found.
4. Which animal up do these organisms belong to?
• The Purple Gallinule and the Roseate Spoonbill are birds.
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Compare and Contrast: Organisms of the Everglades
Directions: Review the side by side photographs of Everglades. Compare and contrast the physical traits
of the organisms by drawing a check mark inside the boxes that apply. For the additional questions
underneath the box, use your check mark answers as a guide and if additional information is needed,
research online to find the answers.

Green Tree Frog
Hyla cinerea

Oak Toad
Anaxyrus quercicus

Physical Traits of the Organisms:

Green Tree
Frog

Oak Toad

Has long legs/fingers and toes
Is green in coloration
Wet skin
Dry skin
1. Which traits do they both have in common?
• The green tree frog and the oak toad may look familiar, but they do not have anything in
common from the characteristics above.
2. For the traits shared in common, how do you think they are useful in terms of survival?
• N/A
3. What can the other traits in the boxes (not in common with one another) be used for in terms of
survival for each individual organism?
• The green tree frog’s long legs/fingers and toes help it climb, swim, and jump. Both the
green tree frog the oak toad use their coloring to camouflage in their environments. The
oak toad spends more time in terrestrial habitats and they have drier skin because it helps
them avoid losing water in their terrestrial habitats.
4. Which animal up do these organisms belong to?
• The green tree frog and the oak toad are both amphibians.
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Compare and Contrast: Organisms of the Everglades
Directions: Review the side by side photographs of Everglades. Compare and contrast the physical traits
of the organisms by drawing a check mark inside the boxes that apply. For the additional questions
underneath the box, use your check mark answers as a guide and if additional information is needed,
research online to find the answers.

Raccoon
Procyon lotor

Grey Fox
Urocyon cinereoargenteus

Physical Traits of the Organisms:

Racoon

Grey Fox

Has fur
Has a masked face
Has a pointy snout
Has a tail
1. Which traits do they both have in common?
• Both the raccoon and the grey fox have fur, pointy snouts, and have tails.
2. For the traits shared in common, how do you think they are useful in terms of survival?
• Fur helps keep their bodies warm and camouflage. Their pointy snouts are effective for
eating and catching their food diets. Their tails can be used for balance and to help
cover their bodies to keep warm.
3. What can the other traits in the boxes (not in common with one another) be used for in terms
of survival for each individual organism?
• Raccoons have masks for camouflaging into their environment, it can also help enhance
their vision.
4. Which animal group do these organisms belong to?
• The raccoon and the grey fox are mammals.
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